48                                 ST HILARY, B.                            [JAN. 14

discovers a soul fearless of death and torments, He had the greatest
veneration for truth, sparing no pains in its pursuit, and dreading no
danger in its defence.

The Emperor Constantius, having laboured for several years to compel
the eastern churches to embrace Arianism, came into the West; and after
the overthrow of the tyrant Magnentius, made some stay at Aries, whilst
his Arian bishops held a council there, in which they engaged Saturninus,
the impious bishop of that city, in their party, in 353. A bolder Arian
council at Milan, in 355, held during the residence of the emperor in that
city, required all to sign the condemnation of St Athaimius. Such as
refused to comply were banished; among whom were St Kusehius of
Vercelli, Lucifer of Cagliari, and St Dionysius of Milan, into whose see
Auxentius, the Arian, was intruded, St Hilary wrote on that occasion
his first book to Constantius, in which he mildly entreated him to restore
peace to the church. He separated himself from the three Arian bishops
in the West, Ursacius, Valens, and Saturninus, and exhibited an accusation
against the last in a synod at Beziers. But the emperor, who had informa-
tion of the matter from Saturninus, sent an order to Julian, then Caesar,
and surnamed afterwards the Apostate, who at that time commanded in
Gaul, for St Hilary's immediate banishment into Phrvj'ia, together with
St Rhodanius, Bishop of Toulouse. The bishops in (*aul being almost
all orthodox, remained in communion with St Hilary* and would not
suffer the intrusion of any one into his sec, which in his absence he con-
tinued to govern by his priests* The saint went into banishment about
the middle of the year 356 with as great alacrity as another would take a
journey of pleasure, and never entertained the least disquieting thought
of hardships, dangers, or enemies, having a soul above both the smiles
and frowns of the world, and fixed only on God. 1 It remained in exile
somewhat upwards of three years, which time he employed in composing
several learned works. The principal and most esteemed of these is that
" On the Trinity, against the Arians/' in twelve boob, In them he
proves the consubstantiality of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost*

In his exile he was informed that his daughter Apra, whom he had
left in Gaul, had thoughts of embracing the married state; upon which he
implored Christ, with many tears, to bestow on her the precious jewel of
virginity^ He sent her a letter that is still extant, in which he acquaints
her that if she contemned all earthly things, spouse, sumptuous garments,
and riches, Christ had prepared for her, and had shown unto him, at his
prayers and tears, an inestimable never-fading diamond, infinitely more
precious than she was able to frame to herself m idea of. lie conjures
her by the God of heaven, and entreats her not to make void his anxiety
for her, nor to deprive herself of so incomparable a good, Fortunattt*
assures us that the original letter was kept with veneration in the church